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Abstract

Vajrayana Buddhism is an important evolution within Mahayana Buddhism
and constitutes the religio-cultural identity of Tibet. It was founded in the 7th
century during the reign of King Songtsen Gampo but flowered during the
reign of King Trisong Detsen in the 8th cenftury under the patronage of great
Indian scholars and tantric masters. Research Problem: The article explores
how Vajrayana Buddhism, a foreign corpus of learning, was preserved,
expanded, and adapted to accommodate the cultural contexts of Tibet and
to emerge as a unique spiritual tradition of Tibet. Aims and Objectives: In
an attempt to understand this intercultural communication that integrated
Buddhist prescriptions with autochthonous Tibetan elements, this paper shall
strive to analyze the main contributions made by the Indian and Tibetan
masters in shaping Tibetan Vajrayana Buddhism. For its research, the study
will resort to the use of the historical research method to principal figures such
as Shantarakshita, Padmasambhava, Atisha Dipankara, and their contribution
to the evolution of Tibetan Buddhism. This relies on primary and secondary
sources, which investigate and analyze controversy concerning the processes
of cultural transmission and cultural adaptation. The embedded intercultural
collaboration that shaped Tibetan Buddhism can be found in the synthesis
of Madhyamaka philosophy with Vajrayana practices by Shantarakshita, in
the integration of indigenous aspects by Padmasambhava in Tibet, and in
the gradualist approach to enlightenment by Kamalashila. Atisha's influence
in the 11th century was a purifying agent for Tibetan spiritual practice and
had an effect on the development of the Gelug school. Conclusion The
development and popularization of Vajrayana Buddhism in Tibet can only be
plausible because of the tireless efforts of scholars by way of facilitating the
translation, reception and instruction of Vajrayana. This rich spiritual heritage
deeply embedded in Tibetan culture only goes to underline the important role
of intercultural collaboration in the practice, development and popularization
of religious traditions.

Key Words: Cultral Transmission, Intercural Collaboration, Tantric
Buddhism, Tibetan Buddhism, Vajrayvana Buddhism
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