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Abstract

The Buddha taught that, in addition to the five primary senses eye, ear,
nose, tongue, and body—there are other faculties known as indriyas, which
dominate or govern the dhammas associated with them. To "dominate"
means that these faculties control and determine the functioning of related
phenomena. Because the eye, for example, govemns the dhammas related to
visual perception, it is called an indriya. In this sense, each faculty can be
understood as a kind of dhamma deity a principle or power governing specific
experiences.

While these faculties are termed "deities" metaphorically, from the perspective
of ultimate reality (paramattha dhamma), they are nothing more than specific
dhammas. The five physical senses represent the base of sensation (vedana),
while the mental faculties such as feeling, wisdom, and the life faculty are
categorized as mental dhammas. Specifically, the five sense faculties, the
life faculty, and various associated mental factors like feeling, perception,
volition, concentration, mindfulness, and wisdom, collectively amount to
sixteen faculties as dhammas.

People who do not understand these ultimate realities and the workings of
these faculties often mistakenly believe that actions and experiences arise
from an inner soul or self. Some even assume that the faculties themselves are
the soul. In truth, understanding the nature and functioning of these faculties
leads to the realization that no permanent soul exists as the world imagines.
The Buddha taught about these "sense deities" precisely to free beings from
this delusion of self. The eye, ear, nose, tongue, and body are not expressions
of a soul; they are impersonal faculties operating within the causal processes
of dependent origination.

Keywords: Pannindriva, Analysis, Indian Dharma, Holding the Supreme
Authority, Paramartha Dharma
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