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Abstract

The major Buddhist traditions—Theravada, Mahayana, and Tantrayana—
evolved from early Buddhism, adapting their doctrines in response to the
varying contexts of time and space as Buddhist philosophy disseminated
globally over different periods. Each ofthese traditions encountered significant
challenges in their transformation processes while striving to preserve their
philosophical identities. Notably, from certain Buddhist perspectives, the early
form of Buddhism exhibited familiarity with women, promoting social and
cultural equality. However, interpretations of feminist identity within these
major traditions have varied, influenced by the distinct social contexts they
have absorbed. This article investigates whether Buddhist traditions differ
regarding feminist identity. The central objective is to ascertain the extent to
which Buddhist perspectives on feminist identity align with or diverge from
principles of gender equality. The findings indicate that Buddhist thoughts
on feminist identity are not uniformly aligned with gender equality across
different traditions. Despite their adherence to the foundational concepts of
early Buddhism, each major tradition manifests its unique interpretation of
womanhood, resulting in divergent expressions of feminism.
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