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1. What is Scopus? 

Scopus is the world’s largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed literature, curated by 

Elsevier. Launched in 2004, it indexes thousands of peer-reviewed journals, conference 

proceedings, and book series across the humanities, life sciences, social sciences, physical 

sciences, and health sciences. 

2. Decoding Journal Quartiles: Q1, Q2, Q3, and Q4 

To evaluate the impact of journals within the database, Scopus ranks journals within their specific 

subject categories using metrics like CiteScore and SJR (SCImago Journal Rank). These 

rankings are divided into four quarters, known as Quartiles. 

Quartile Percentile Rank Description 

Q1 

(Quartile 1) 

Top 25% (75th–99th 

percentile) 

Highest impact journals in the field. Exceptional 

peer-review rigor. 

Q2 

(Quartile 2) 

25% to 50% (50th–

74th percentile) 

High-quality, reputable journals with steady 

citation rates. 

Q3 

(Quartile 3) 

50% to 75% (25th–

49th percentile) 

Mid-tier journals. Good for niche topics or 

early-career baseline publishing. 

Q4 

(Quartile 4) 

Bottom 25% (0–24th 

percentile) 

Lowest impact within the index. Often newer 

journals or highly regionalized scopes. 

 



3. How to Find Scopus Q1–Q4 Journals Using Journal Finders 

Finding the right home for your manuscript requires a blend of official databases and publisher-

specific tools. Here is the step-by-step methodology to identify target journals: 

Method A: SCImago Journal & Country Rank (SJR) (The Visual & Analytical Tool) 

1. Visit SCImago (SJR), which uses Scopus data to visualize rankings. 

2. Click on Journal Rankings. 

3. Filter by All Subject Areas, Regions, and Years. 

4. The platform explicitly displays a color-coded square next to each journal indicating its 

quartile (Green for Q1, Yellow for Q2, Orange for Q3, Red for Q4). 

Method B: Publisher-Specific Journal Finders (Abstract-Matching Tools) 

If you have a title and abstract ready, use publisher AI tools to match your text with their indexed 

journals. 

Elsevier Journal Finder: https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/ 

Springer Nature Journal Finder: https://link.springer.com/journals 

Wiley Journal Finder: https://www.wiley.com/en-us/journal-finder/ 

Taylor & Francis Journal Finder: 
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/publishing-your-research/choosing-a-

journal/journal-suggester/ 
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